Aging in Japan

Life expectancy

* Male = 82 years

« Female = 88 years
* Healthy Life Expectancy

* Male = 72 years

« Female = 75 years

Centenarians = >71,000
- 88% woman

Enjoying longest and healthy life expectancy in
the world




Aging in Japan and Health Care Cost

» Japanese society is rapidly - Three to five times more on
aging people age > 65 than on

 Japan is the global leader in  people <65.
koreika (aging) and shoshika . Average Health

(producing fewer children) Expenditures ):er' Capita,

« Japanese population peaked ! 2
ar'cfund ZOBSPGT 128 ﬁwillion, Ratio Age 65+/Age 0-64

then began to decline
gradually.

* Depopulation is expected to
continue well into the future



Aging Society and its Socio-economic
Challenges

* Decreasing population (fertility)
» Social security: Challenge of
financing
* Old Age Pension
* Medical Care
* Personal Care (Kaigo Hoken)
* Employment: Making (enabling?)
’rhepeléer'ly to stay ?n ’
employment longer

* Management of rising debt
 Social Problems
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* Japan remains America’s most important ally in the Asia-Pacific. Yeft,
as this chapter demonstrates, Tokyo's view of the alliance, and its
role within it, has changed significantly.

« Japan remains America's most important ally in the Asia-Pacific.
Yet, Tokyo's view of the alliance, and its role within it, has changed
significantly.

* In terms of regional reconfiguration, although East Asia presents a
number of security threats to Japan, such as the North Korean
nuclear issue, Chind's rise is the dominant challenge.

* This is because China represents both a specific territorial threat
and a broader systemic challenge for regional influence.



Gender Issues

» The Japanese socio-political system makes it harder to
promote gender issues

» Japan's parliamentary system marginalises the role of
leflsla‘rors, which in turn limits female parliamentarians
eTTorts.

 Japan being homogenous and patriarchy by nature features
a loophole, and thus has not been used to represent diverse
interests within society

* In comparison even to many other developing democracies |,
women s political engagement, particularly at the leadership
level, is comparably foo low (only 10%).
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 Despite Japan's longer history of women's movements, beginning with the
suffragettes in the 1930s, women's organisations have played only a
relatively marginal role in promoting gender equality As often noted by
s’rude)n‘rs of Japanese gender politics (Gelb 2003; Gaunder 2015; Dalton
2015),

- women's movements in Japan can be characterised as fragmented,
decentralised, single-issue focussed, and/or short-lived. And oftentimes
their primary interests - for example, with the Housewives Association
(Shufuren) - never lay in securing equal rights and opportunities for working
women but rather with protecting con_x0002_sumer rights and preventing
environmental pollution instead (McKean 1993).



Future of Japanese Politics

* The fundamental characteristics of Japanese politics and society
are its perpetually stable democracy, period elections, free press,
compara’rivelT independent judiciary, homogeneous and egalitarian
society, smal gaF between rich and poor, low levels of bureaucratic
and political elite corruption, comparatively higher sense of
responsibility values among politicians and people from all walks of

ife, and culture of rule-abidingness.

« However, there are still apprent pork barrel Eoli‘rics among top

noliticians and business communiTE, AMAKUDARI (DESEND FROM
HEAVEN) is still E‘mc‘ricising KE BATSU, GAKU BATSU are cliche
to our afno manche values, patriarchal values are still persistent
and due to ailing economy, crime and political alienation is also
Increasing.
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* Therefore, one of the most important issues facing
Japanese politics in the future will be the declining
population, the faltering economy, and the discontent of
young people with politics.

- Japan may continue to be one of the stable democracies in
Asia, though, because of the homogeneity of its societal
structure, adherence to rules, respect for authority, culture
of teamwork, and robust institutions.
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* The assassination of Japan's former and longest-serving prime
minister,_Shinzo Abe occurred while he was speaking at a election

rally on July 8.

Hus killing shocked the country and political leaders across the
%o e, espeaally due to how rare gun and political violence is in
apan. Abe was a House of Representatives member and former
resudenT of the country's dominant conservative political group,
The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP).

* In an election held Jjus’r two days after Abe's killing, the LDP gained
63 seats of the 1 grabs — and com bined with The seats
their coalition parfners won the party now has a suBermaJom‘ry In
Japan's Parliament. Abe strongly 'influenced the LD decades
and Japan's current prime minister, Fumio Kishida, is vowing to do
Abe’s legacy justice
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» Kishida will remaijn in power until 2025, giving him plenty of time to
enact change with ’rhepLDP super'majori’r)?. J plenty

« After Abe resi}g\med as prime minister again in 2020 because of his
recurring health issue, he remained a close advisor to Kishida.

* The prime minister is now tasked with balancing Abe's legacy and
forging his own policies.

» Kishida has said that he will continue to strengthen national
security and carry out Abe's long-time goal of amending the pacifist
clause(Article) in the Constitution, which is however, hot easy task
for P(\jlm qrs well, as public sentiment in Japan is aganist the
amendment.

* He now has the two-thirds majority needed to bring a vote on the
revision to the public.



Cont d..

« Seems like that PM Kishida will phase out Abenomics since that did
not make any notable achiements so far.

» Japnese citizens have started to criticize the government for
prioritizing the military over their rising food prices.

* Japan does not collect standardized data on household food
insecurity, but surveys from the National Institute of Population
and Social Security Research show that, as of 2018, between 15%
and 17% of the country's population was food insecure.

* Hunger in Japan could have worsened over the course of the
pandemic, as it did across the globe.

* Food insecurity has become a defining issue for dpoli’rics in Japan
and Kishida's new economic strategy could likely address it.



Cont d..

* The LDP has become so powerful in Japanese post-war
politics though economic prosperity achieved under its rule ,
but was unable to improve relations with its close ally South
Korea over the territorial and comfort woman issues,
further widened political and security ties with Ching, and
made little diplomatic effort to slow North Korea's
nuclearization process.

* As a result, Japanese politics are divisive But the LDP isn't
just going that way because of Kishida's increasing
popularity.



Take Away Points for Nepal

e Economic nationalism and Patriotism

* Highest level of civic responsibility among ordinary Japanese
;:\ilhzelns, as well as political leadership that is sorely lacking in
epal.

* For the sake of nation-building and safeguarding Japan's national
security, Japan has not even attempted to modify Article 9 of the
1947 constitution due to the enriched value of patience (‘Gaman').

- Even though Japan saw frequent government changes and midterm
elections, modern bureaucracies, industrial infrastructure, and
academic institutions were constructed even after 1867, made
E%?:I;tl)\lle stability (ANTEI), which NEPALI LEADERSHIP SHOULD
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