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BACKGROUND

* Japan has long had of the world s most distinctive and
sophisticated Ttultures,and today |T is the third lar esT
economy of the world, standing at or near the forefron
many of the great advances of human civilzations.

» Japan' s cheif natural assets are its plentiful rainfall and
;r%mpem’re climate, which encourages an energetic way of
ife

* Making full use of this abundant water, the Japanese, durmg
the pasT two millennia, have laboriously consTrucTe
intricate system of channels to convert ‘wherever possibile
every piece of cultivable land into irrigated rice paddies.



BACKGROUND II

» Japan' s location cannot be considered to have been any
great asset, particularly in early times.

* It lies at the extreme eastern edge of the Asian-
European“ancient world oﬁ hlgh civilization, considerably
fccljr’rher our to sea than the British Isles on its western
edge.

« Japan was no crossroads of world trade but Ia¥ at the
veritable end of the earth, the most isolated of all the
major countries that enjoyed a high civilixzation in
premodern fimes.

» External influences for long came to it slowly and only as
filtered throgh the nearby” continental lands ‘of China and
Korean peninsula.



BACKGROUND III

« Japan nonetheless is culturally a daughter of Chinese
civilization, much as countries of North Europe are
daughters of Mediterranean culture.

* The story of the spread of Chinese civilzation to the
peoples of Japan during th first millennium after Christ is
much like the story of the spread of Mediterranean
civilization to the people of North Europe during the same
period.

* However, Fukuzawa Yukichi(January 10, 1835 - February 3,
1901) counter-argued the above-statment in his writing (an
outline of civilization)



The Tokugawa Clan 1600-1868

*In 1600, the Tokugawa clan finally managed to achieve
preeminence and a considerable degree of national unity.

* The Tokugawa family ruled from Edo, present-day Tokyo,
from 1600 to 1868.

« After over 250 years of virtual isolation, a U.S. naval
officer, Commodore Matthew C. Perry, sailed a small fleet
intfo what is now known as Tokyo Bay in 1853.



Before and After Edo Era

* Decline of Chinese -type poltiical insitutions and weakening of the
central governmentss control over the provinces make the period of
Furjiwar'a supremacy appear to have been one of unmitigated
political decline.

 Kamakura bajufu reamined until 1333 followed by Minamoto line of
Shoguns

» Tokugawa period, also called Edo period, (1603-1867), the final
piréo.ldT of traditional Japan, a time of internal peace, political
stabili

» Japan during the Edo period thus, was not completely cut off from
the rest of the world, but it was isolated enough to remove all
foreignh pressures on the political and economic system
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EMPEROR MEI IAND MODERNITY



The Meiji Restoration 1868

This action emboldened regional barons to depose the
Tokugawa clan and "restore” the emperor to power.

The Meiji Restoration (1868), as this transition is called, was
named for the young Emperor Meiji, who was nominally
installed as the supreme political and religious leader.
Although the new oligarchs had no intention of democratizing
politics on any mass level, they did relent to the establishment
of a constitution with an elected legislature.

The government established the Diet, a bicameral legislative
body, on the model of European parliamentary democracy.



The 1889 Constitution

The 1889 constitution had given the Diet the ability to
reject certain governmental actions (specifically the
budget),

So that the cabinet had to bargain with nascent political
parties on many issues.

This creeping democratization reached its prewar apex
from 1918 to 1932.



PRE-WAR JAPANESE POLITICS

» After the Meiji Restoration in 1867, Japan began to
modernize; it promulgated the first constitution ever on the
Asian continent, modernized its infrastructure system, and
continued to industrialize its economy until the Taisho Era,
which lasted from 1912 to 1926.

* As per Maruyama Maso, a Japanese Political Philosopher,
"soon after the suppression of radical fascism, a closer
alliance of the military, the bureaucracy, and the
Zaibatsu(capitalists) was consolidated and an advance was
made towards a " completed” from 1927-1945



Post-War Japanese Politics

« The fascist movement from below was completely absorbed into
totalitarian transformation from above, which eventually led Japan in
war, and surrender in August 14, 1945,

* Due to ambitious militarism and colonization during the Showa Era,

Japan's politics remained very contentious (especially from 1927-
1945).

« Japan's political structure has experienced significant adjustments
two years after the country's surrender in August 14,1945,

« The Constitution was drafted and issued in 1947 by the Supreme
Commander of the occupation, General Douglas MacArthur.



Cont d..

* During the US occupation era(1945-52), post -war Japanese leadership
should have humiliated and negotiated before the GHQ in various key
issues; political system, economic policy, despite the US did not go even up to
the abolishment of Monarchy to which Japanese people had and still have
deep respecct.

 Japan is prohibited from having its own armed forces, unlike other countries
that only have Self-Defense Forces, in accordance with Article 9 of the
1947 Constitution. The ultimate national security remained precarious or
reliant in accordance with Article 9 of the constitution. Additionally, the
clause guaranteed the elimination of military equipment and complete
elimination of war potential, which is also paradoxical for a soverign country.
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Factionalism is an Attribute

* There are at present some half a dozen factions (ha) within the
Liberal-Democratic Party (the Ishii faction, Ono faction, Kono
faction, Ikeda faction, etc.), and almost every important political
figure is associated with one of these groups. To add to the
complication, some of the factions (the Kishi ha and Ishii ha> for
instance) are themselves suffering from internal splits.

* As their names imply, the factions are essentially based on personal
loyalties - the duty of the members to support the faction-leader in
his sTrulggle forfpower and the reciprocal duty of the leader obtain
desirable posts for as many of his followers as possible.

» The culture and trend of factionalism is deep rooted in Japanese
political party even today.



Cont d..

* The Article 9 of the 1947 Constitution and the 1958
Secum‘rx Treaty between the US and Japan placed Japan
under the US secur'lTy umbrella.

* There |s no question ThaT Japan s political system is in the
midst of the most %o ound Transforma’non since the early
years following the Second World War.

* Yet the transition is painfully slow and resistance to change
|mpresswely strong aIThough there are elements in the
LDP(The ommanT o litical party which rule almost 60 plus
years after the 1 50" s) that elueve par"r rac’rlces and
policies need to change , those who curren’r){ have been
resistant to change in their response to chal enges



Cont d...

* Even if post-modernism, inclusion, and gender-friendly ideals are popular
in other industrial democracies, the right -wing Hawkish LDP stalwarts
have attempted to uphold the type of politics that formed decades ago
(based on modernism).

 Defeat in World War II, the experience of postwar occupation, and the
new threats of the Cold War fundamentally reshaped Japan's security
DYNAMICS .

* The security role that Japan played in the emerging Cold War
environment was influenced predominantly by the United States, its new
ally.

* Accordingly, Japan adopted a pragmatic approach to its alliance with the
United States and to its security policy more generally.



Cont d..

* As part of the grand bargain with the United States,
Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida established a
security strategy that trod a line in domestic politics
between what conservatives (rearmament) and progressives
(unarmed neutrality) has been expected even today.

* Relying on the United States for security protection in
return for bases meant that Yoshida could deliver something
to both camps—security for the conservatives and a
restriction on Japan's military capacity for the
progressives.



CONTEMPORARY SOCIO-POLITICAL
REALITIES

- Japanese political economy experienced man% ucgs and
downs, from the YOSHIDA DOCTRINE TO AB N MICS,
TPP, and Indo-Pacific Strategy. from the second-largest
econom in The world, a techno-led industrial society, aTole
model for work ethics, political stability (due to increased
electoral democracy under LDP leadershibp,

. And alu’rar'lan to aulmg economy, political alienation amon?
’r e ur an youths, declifiing population and rising numbers o
elderly popula’rlon as a resul’r of which soaal security
sysTem has become burden for the state.





